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Loop-in-Loop Chain

Learn an old technique to create a contemporary look! Make a beautiful
chain made of interweaving loops—a method developed by the Greeks
and Romans. We recommend watching the video or using the book listed
in the supplies list below to help you complete this project.

steps:

Creating a single-axis double loop, wind the fine silver wire tightly around a dowel rod.
Cut off the excess wire with scissors, then cut the coil so you have several loops with slits.
Taking an individual loop, bend it back and forth a few times to ensure it will hold shut like
a spring. Close the ends (they must touch).

Line up a few loops on the Solderite™ board with the seams facing the same direction.

Please Note: Wear safety goggles. Starting at the top of the board and moving across and down, use a butane torch
to fire each piece. Make sure the silver melts on each loop. Warning: Do not start at the bottom of the board, as you
run the risk of burning your arm.

Use a pair of tweezers to move each loop to a steel block to cool.

Once the loops are cool, place them on the Rio PMC® work surface. Using the Swanstrom link-forming pliers, stretch
the loops out so they are shaped like a paper clip.

Squeezing the chain link loop, bend the ends up. Repeat this for multiple loops.

Push one link upward into another link. Using an oval awl, stick the pointed end through the center of the links
to make room for the third link.

10. Loop the third link through the center. Repeat this for multiple loops to create a chain.

11. Using a pair of pliers, pull the chain through a draw plate mounted in a vise, then tumble and finish.

continued on the back

supplies:

Order # Description Order # Description
635-475 Stackable containers 111-026 Swanstrom pliers and cutter set
550-013 Classical Loop-in-Loop Chains and their Derivatives 111-000/1  Swanstrom link-forming pliers

by Jean Reist Stark and Josephine Reist Smith 105-322 .999 fine silver round wire, 22 ga.
201-054 Safety glasses 696-920 Argentium® 930 Silver jump rings
115-315 Steel bench block 114-124 Delrin® woven wire drawplate
115-522 Titanium diamond tweezers 113-847 Woven wire rosewood drawplate
502-063 Solderite™ pad 113-133 Vise
502-006 Silquar™ high-heat block 115-012 Tweezers
111-237 German shop shears, straight tip — Dowel rod (°/16")
113-208 Donegan Optivisor™ with 2.5X lens — Oval awl
500-230 Blazer butane torch — Masking tape
500-181 Butane refill cartridge — Sharpie®

111-567 Rio PMC® work surface
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Loop-in-Loop Chain
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Step 1. Squeeze the chain link.

Step 5. Stick a pointed end through the
center of the links to make room for the
third link.
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Step 2. Bend the ends up while
squeezing the chain link.

B

Step 6. Loop the third link through the
center.

Step 3. Repeat with another chain link.
Loop the second one into the first link.
Pull the ends upward.

Step 7. Links are ready to accept a fourth

Step 4. Push the second link upward into link through the first and second links.
the first link.
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